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WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS 


DANISH AUTHORITIES BELIEVE FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE FROM GDR 


Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 24 | 52 Sec II p l 


[Article by Ib Christensen, 


[Text] Veterinary emergency staffs 0% veterinarians, laboratory 
workers and ministerial officials havs become invc.ved in the 
combating of the hoofeand-mouth disease. 


In the middle of the night, veterinarians and laboratory workers in smal] 
motor-boats cross the Stege Bay from the island of Lindholm, carrying 
specimens from Funen for hoof-and-mouth analysis tests. 


District veterinarians spend their nights with cows in cowbarns at Funer 
farms. 


And dead tired ministerial officials return exhausted home for bed via 
quiet Copenhagen streets in the early morning hours after a hectic day and 
a iong night of incessant telephone calls, emergency meetings, Ceo 


The job is hard or all members of the veterinary emergency staff, 
from the youngest laboratory worker -<o the minister of agriculture, 
these days have become mobilized for round the clock work. 


The object of the emergency ctaff is to seek to isolate the microscopic 
but much feared hoof-and-mouth disease virus which is now threatening to 
inflict losses of billions of kroner in the export markets on Danish agri- 
cult ire. 


Veritable Detective Work 


Enornous effort.; have been started, involving district veterinarians and 
veterinary inspectors, who travel all over Funen, reporting anything 
suspicious to the experts of the Veterinary Department and the Ministry of 
Agriculture in Copenhagen. Here, a veritable detective work is carried out 
to track down the source of the infection, and here decisions are made on 
slauehter, increased precautionary measures, reporting abroad, and many 
other tasks. 
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ihe authorities have requested farmers in Funen to keep an eye on their 
stocks night and day and to call one of the three district veterinarians 
immediately if they have the slightest suspicion of attacks of hoof-and- 
mouth disease among their animals. The veteriparians will then arrive 

as quickly as at all possible to examine the animals prior to reporting to 
the Veterinary Department in Frederiks Street in Copenhagen. 


Here, the officials of the Ministry of Agriculture are keeping the perma- 
nent staff of the Veterinary Department unbelievably busy. About 1 dozen 
experts have moved temporarily in with the veterinarians in order together 
with them to evaluate the situation. At the same time, specimens are 
ordered cent from the animals--typically small sections of bladder tissu 
are sent express to Kalvehave port in South Zealand to be taken by boat 

to the State Veterinary Institute for Virus Research on the Lindholm is- 
iand, 4 kilometers off the shore in Stege Bay. 


Via Motor Boat to the Institute 


Last Tuesday night, the driver of the institute thus collected a small 
specimen from Funen. Shortly before midnight, four veterinarians and 
laboratory workers stooc ready at Kalvehave port tc take the specimens 

to the Lindholm island by motor boat. Three hours later it was ascer- 
tained that the specimens contained the hoof-and-mouth disease virus, and 
after a call to the directorate, the team was able to return home, tired. 
At the institute, which has 142 employees, all other t@sks have been put 
acide, and some kind of constant emergency service hae been arranged, in- 
yolving 24 hour service, so tiat the analyses may be carried through in a 
w hours and, at the latest, within 24 hours. 


- 


rhe institute on Lindholm produces vaccines against diseases such as thé 
oof-andemouth disease but nlso diagnoses and carries out research on 
jiseases among domestic animals. Apart from the institu 
ch wac established in 1925, the small island has only 14 families. 

at Stege or in South Zealand. 


niectious virus ¢ t 


D 


‘ , - q + } &< 4 _*4 , 
e employed at the institute ail liv 


‘erinarians Consta.tly Trreveling Between Copenhagen and Funen 


he Veterinary Department has temporarily maved several district veteri- 
narians to Funen to assist the district veterinarian for the county of 
Funen, Ke. Thurop. The general veterinary practioners have been prohibited 
aecess to the stocks in order to prevent the disease from spreading. 
‘erinary inspectors travel daily between Funen and Copenhagen to collect 
fresh input for the heads of the departments, for example, in the 4th 
ffice of the Ministry of Agriculture, which safeguards the veterinary 
egislation. 


From this department, reports are sent to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
and from there the telephone wires to foreign countries are humming with 
constant reports. At the moment, they have 30-40 inquiries from our trade 
partners. The office also reports to slaughterhouses, dairies, and the 
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ENCE OF DISEASE K-PORTED 


ANGOLA in Portuguese 14 Mar 82 p 12 


[Excerpts] erious cases of trypanosomiasis (sleeping 
Sickness) have appeared in Angola, according to a statc- 
ment made recently by Health Minister Mendes de Carvalho in 
an interview he had with ANGOP [ANGOLAN NEWS AGENCY]. 


fo obtain more details on this subject, we ¢ontacted Dr Antonio Pitra 
the National Directorate for the Control of Endemic Diseases and Dr 
Rosario Pinto of the National Department for the Cortrol of Trypanosomiasis. 


speaking of ways to combat sleeping sickness prevalent in the provinces of 
Uige, Zaire, Cuanza-Norte and Bengo, D. Pitra said that, once the disease 

is detected, steps are immediately taken to administer specific drugs to any 
patients involved and spray forest areas--normally those adjacent to rivers 
and lakes--with insecticides to keep the disease from gradually spreading 

to neighboring areas. The doctor also said that these measures leave much 
to be desired but that, for the moment, the country has nothing better to 


offer. 


Also referring to this matter, Dr Rosario Pinto said that the seven mobile 
teams assigned to combat this type of disease are not functioning properly 
lue to equipment and personnel ditficulties, constant breakdowns in the 
vehicles further aggravated by lack of maintenance, and other obstacles. 
However, in 1979 these seven teams managed to examine a total of 120,144 
individuals, that is, about 11 percent of the more than 1,080,000 inhabi- 
tants who make up the combined population of the provinces of Uige, Zaire 
and Luanda, with endemic foci on the increase. 


Variations in Outbreak of New Cases of Trypanosomiasis From 1975 to 198% 


iny case, sleeping sickness, which was almost under control in Angola 
until 1974, gradually increased in the number of foci beginning in 1975 dus 
to the untimely return of Angolan refugees who had been in the Republic of 


Zaire cince 1961. Thus, from 1973 to 1981 there were variations in the 
number of new cases of sleeping sickness in the provinces afflicted by thi 





Rosario Pinto pointed out, these figures 
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. do not give 
ited possibility of carrying out the campaign plans caused by a 
rtage of human and material resources. 


imal Trypanosomiasis Threztens Cattle-Raising Development 


Antonio Pitra, in turn, also spoke of the existence of animal trypano- 
liasis, whose transmitting agent is also the tsetse fl 


y which ger.erally 


icks large animals, such as oxen, horses, etc., and afflicts them with 
lisease. Animals afflicted with this disease must be immediately 


ghtered as they are not suitable for human consumption. 


ver, the spread and development of these insects are not only harmful 
sector but also to the development of the agricultural 
their predominance (forest areas along the rivers and 
-areas more suitable for agriculture from which the farmers cannot 


-due to the danger those insects represent; md this is a serious 
impeding the progress of our economy. 
54 0/59 7 
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BANGLADESH 
BRIEFS 
PREVALANCE OF CHOLERA—-Cholera gastroenteritis and dysentery have taken a 
t f 1,192 lives in tne country during the last fou. months. This was 
stated by Health Minister Khandokar Abdul Hamid while replying to a calling 
tice - Shajahan Siraj (JSD) in the Jatiyva Sangsad yesterday. In his 
notice Mr. Siraj claimed hundreds of people died of cholera during the last 
r months and regretted the government was shy in admit’ ng we fact. 
tir i sample survée report the Health Minister said oniy six persons 
ied of cholera, one each in Bhola and Patuakhali and four in Tangail. 
ree hundred and fiftyone persons died out of 33,387 attacked by gastro- 
enteritis and 835 died it of 1,38,053 attacked by dysentery, indigestion 
| rms. He gave details of the measures taken by the government to combat 
iiseases. | Text | Dac< THE NEW NATION in English 2 Mar 82 p i] 
i 
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BRAZIL 


AUTEORITIES CONCERNED CYER VARIOUS EPIDEMICS 
Sao “aulo (C ESTADO DE SAC FAULC in Portuguese 7 Mar & p 31 


[Text | Brasilia--In the first 2 months of this year alone the Brazil- 

iar vopvulation exverienced--at various points in the country--epidemics of 
the nost diverse discases ranging from conjunctivitis (which is caused basic- 
ally by pollution ard is completely curable) to sylvan yellow fever, which 
is fatal in more than 70 percent of all cases. Although the latter disease 
is under control--accoréing to voublic health authorities--prospects are not 
ercouraging: the exverts believe, for example, that there could be a reveti- 
tion at the present time of the major epidemic of sylvan yellow fever which 
15 years ago spread virtually throughout Brazil from the Amazon region to Rio 


Tn the view of Minister of Health Waldyr Arcoverde there are six confirmed 
cases of sylvan yellow fever which are already "“eause for extreme concern" 
and deserve to be combated with intensified vaccination programs and epidemi- 
olozical surveillance, which is now veing carried out by the Superintendency 
for “ublic Health Campaigns (SUCAM). Meanwhile, to prevent a greater tragedy, 
that is to say, an epidemic of urban yellow fever (which spreads more rapidly) 
the Ministry of Health would need to intensify the action taken to combat the 
mosquito Aedes Aegypti--the carrier of the disease--but this is not possible 
in view of the insufficiency of financial resources. 


"In the field of public health, unfortunately, we are able to sensitize the 
economic authorities only when there are major epidemics, genuine tragedies,” 
said a high-ranking official of the public health sector, who pointed out that 
the :oquests for additional allocations of funds are being put aside for 
action at an indefinite future date by the Planning Secretariat of the 
Presidency. To combat the Aedes, for example, SUCAM requested 600 million 
cruzeiros 10 months ago but to date has received no response. The same proce- 
dure was adopted in the case of the request made by the state secretaries of 
health to Minister-Chief of the Planning Secretariat Delfim Netto, namely, 
that 5 percent of the nation’s total tax revenues be allocated to the public 
heslth sector te strengthen the programs now being developed. 


I'he major epidemics--the “explosive epidemics"--are a constant source of con- 
cern to the experts of the Ministry of Health. In additic to sylvan yellow 
rever and conjunctivitis, Brazil has experienced, in recent months, malaria; 

tymoid fevers; leptospirosis, transmitted by rat urine; whooping cough; meas- 
les; diphtheria; infectious diarrhea; and (earlier) poliomyelitis, which 
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reached seriour proportions when from late 1979 to early 1980 it resulted 

in 2lmost 3,009 cases. Last year in Manaus there was also an epidemic of 
‘shmaniosis which occurred as a consequence of the deforestation of an area 

‘cr construction of a subdivision; more than 200 cases were recorded. There 

wac also an epidemic of bubonic plague, likewise in the northern nart of the 

country. 


4s for the sylvan yellow fever, SUCAM superintendent Jose Fiusa de Lima 
ooints out that the current evidemic in Mato Grosso do Sul is the third one 

in the past 10 years. In 1972 and 1980 there were two epidemics of the 
disease in Goias, with more than 20 cases in each instance. "So long as there 
is a virgin forest together with a monkey population--all the primates, but 
especially the red, yellow and black howlers, or “howling monkeys"--that is a 
reservoir host for the mosquito haemagogus, this disease will be a threat,” 
Miusa said, adding that it is therefore essential “to intensify the campaign 
arainst the disease among all the residents, and future residents, of these 


rerions.” 


it is not just yellow fever that is a cause for concern to SUCAMs last year 
there were a number of epidemic outbreaks of malaria throughout the Amazon 
region, where 95 percent of »11 cases of the disease occur. The various 
arricuitural and livestock programs, the diamond and gold mining operations, 
and the settlement projects re responsible for these outbreaks, which have 
occurred despite SUCAM's efforts in the area. The only preventive measure 
arainst malaria is to spray *+he houses with poison and thereby eliminate the 

northeles mosquito, but SICA!’ must contend--throughout the Amazon region, and 
esvecially in those areas where the aforementioned projects are in progress-- 
«ith shacks and shanties that make such spraying impossible. 


\l'o, the Cnly Cre 


the oresent time the poublic healt.. authorities of the Ministry of Health 
state with certainty that one disease is not epidemic--poliomyelitis--but 
‘hat is the only one about which they can make this statement. With a 90- 
ercent vaccination coverage of chi’f~en up to 5 years of age, the cycle of 
smission of +he °° esse vis ‘nterrupted, thereby preventing the occur- 
new out.reuxSe Meanwhile, in order for this situation to continue, 
is vital that the, mass vaccination campaigns be repeated during the 
conning years,” according to Jaldyr Arcoverde himself. 


K- “or measles, it will still take some time before the figure for polio is 
Milede In 1980--a “hichly epidemic" year for polio in which, according to 
‘ system of epidemiologic information, there were 100,000 cases including 
1) deaths--the vaccination coverage was only 55 percent except in the case 
“ew states such as Sao -aulo and Rio Grande do Sul, where the vaccina- 
routine at the health stations has been efticient. According to the 
eee secretary for basic health action, today’s numbers show that the 
cination coverage was increased to 72 percent while the minimum figure 
necessary is 85 percent. 





tf ran 


Inst year a total of 49,900 cases of whooping cough were recorded in the 
entire nation by the still somewhat tentative Epidemiologic Information 
Service, in addition to 5,000 cases of diphtheria. Preventive measures 
arainst these diseases by means of the triple vaccine (diphtheria, tetanus 
and whooping cough )have also not attained satisfactory levels, and new ou‘- 
breaxs could occur this year. The same situation exists with respect to 
infectious diarrhea, for which there is no preventive program other than 
orecautions as regards food and water. These efforts at prevention, however, 
are somewhat utopian in a nation where most children who suffer from diarrhea 
have contracted it precisely as a consequence of malnutrition. 


There have also been new epidemics of influenza this year. This disease is 
regarded by the experts as one of the most dangerous of all, because in order 
to combat it by means of immunization the responsible virus must first be 
known--something that is possible only after the disease is already spreading. 
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BRAZIL 


*IG'TEIREDO ADVISED ON STATUS CF YELLOW FEVER EPIDEMIC 
Sao Taulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 10 Mar 8 p 14 


"Text Local bureaus and correspondent--Minister of Health Waldyr Arcoverde 
vesteniay submitted to Presicent Figueiredo a new report on the sylvan 

yellow fever epidemic in southern Mato Grosso, where there are seven confirmed 
cases amd nine cases under study. He also reported the appearan:e of another 
suspected case of the disease in Mato Grosso. 


Arcoverde also informed the president that the vaccinations against polio- 
myelitis on a nationwide scale are already scheduled for 12 June and 21 
August; that the rabies immunization will take place in July; and that the 
triple immunization and measles immunization campaigns--which have already 
beer carried out in some regions--will not be concluded in the southeastern 
region until October. 
The minister will travel to Rio Branco tomorrow and will hold meetings with 
cal authorities. On the way back he will visit Cuiaba and Campo Grande tc 
check on the measures taken by SUCAM to combat yellow fever. 





The demand for yellow fever vaccinations has been increasing in Culaba since 
the outbreak of the disease in Campo Grande and since it was rumored (and 

ihbsequently denied by SUCAM) that ve) low fever was also present in the Mato 

so capital. <Accrr’ing to these unofficial reports five deaths have 

jlready cceurrec in .uiaba from yellow fever. Local residents complained 
resterday about the lack of vaccine at the public health stations in the city 
and criticized the absence of any effort to provide them with better informa- 
tion concerning the disease. 


jon junctivitis 


The Secretariat of Health of Pernambuco is conducting a survey in Greater 
ecife to ascertain the origin of the outbreak of conjunctivitis that began 
in January and became intersified following Carnival. The purpose of the 
irvey is to discover whether the disease is caused by a virus, as has been 
the case in the other localities of the world where it has been detected. 


As of yesterday the Office for the Coordination of Epidemiology had already 


collected 43 samples of eye secretion, throat secretion and blood which are 
eing sent to the Evandro Chagas Institute of Virology in Belem. The doctors 
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of the secretariat believe that the cause is probably a virus, and for this 
reason the physician Jose Falcao warned yesterday that the use of antibiotics 
should be avoided in treating the disease because they are ineffective for the 
purpose. He recommended that persons suffering from the disease should 
consult an ophthalmologist “as soon as the first indications appear.” 


Typhoid Fever 


The Regional Health Office of Coastal Sao Paulo is attempting to identify the 

focus of the typhoid fever that has stricken 8-year-old Carlos Roberto Barros 

of the Gonzaga section of Santos, who was hospitalized with the disease on 27 

February and was discharged on 5 March. The investigations are being conduc- 

ted by the Martins Fontes Health Center in Santos, and it is believed that the 
focus of the contagion is a small farm near Itanhaem where the boy was a guest 
for 2 days in February. 
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BRAZIL 


Mis CORTAGE ON HEPATITIS, ENCEPHALITIS OUTBREAKS 
Hepatitis Outbreaks 


3:0 Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 4 Mar & p 14 


~ 
= 


“Text! The number of cases of hepatitis recorded in Cravinhos, 
in the Ribeirao Preto region, has already risen to 101 during 
the vast 3 months. One or two new cases per day are currently being re- 
Oorted--a situation which has led the physicians of the local Health Center 
to assert that the “outbreak is stabilizing,” in view of the fact that these 
‘ases are 1 month old and are manifesting themselves clinically at the pres- 
ent time at the end of the incubation period of the disease. 


‘smuch as most of the cases involve children of preschool age--approximately 
nercent of all cases, a firure that has remained constant--the educational 
ithorities have decided not to postpone the opening of classes in the state 
chools. The Health Center is continu'ng its vrecautionary public health 
ures (inspection of certain areas, orientation of the public with respect 
‘sic personal hyciene), because the doctors acknowledge the possibility 
he disease couid still be contracted by an additional 100 persons-- 
ximately--by direct contarion. The town of Cravinhnos has a vondulation 
17,009 and is situated 20 kilometers from Ribeirao Preto. 


imilar problem is also developing in Pirassununga, in the Campinas region, 
eve 70 cases of hepatitis have been reported during the past 4 months, 
‘tine mainly children in the rural areas of the municipality. The number 
ases was a cause of concern to the local public health officials, who 
' steps to clean up the water storage facilities at the schools, according 
statement made yesterday by Mayor Rubens Santos Costa. The doctors 
e the outbreak to the summer season and to the recent flooding of the 
mc alone the banks of the Mogi-Guacu River am in the vicinity of the 
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Encephalitis, Dysentery 


Saco Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 4 Mar 8&2 p 14 


(Text! Vale do Ribeira--The doctors suspect that the deaths 

o* two children at Juquia, one at Jacupiranga and another at Registro immedi- 
ately following Carnival were caused by meningococcic encephalitis. The 
Denrartment of Health of Vale do Ribeira accordingly received the following 
instructions yesterday from the state health authorities: Maintain an emer- 
zency ambulance in readiness day and night to take to Emilio Ribas Hospital in 
Sao Paulo all children who are henceforth admitted to the hospitals of the 
region and evidence the same symptoms as those of the four children who died; 


that is to say, 2 clinical picture of gastroenteritis and dehydration. 


Shortly after they were admitted, the aforementioned four children evidenced 
a change in their symptoms, and this led the doctors to suspect that they 
were suffering from a more serious disease. Tnese suspicions were intensi- 
Tied upon the death of a fifth child on Monday. In this case an autopsy was 
comducted, and the material collected from the brain of the deceased was sent 
to gmilio Ribas Hosvital. No autopsy had been conducted in the four previous 
cases, however--a mistake that should not be repeated now that the aforemen- 
tioned instructions have been issued by the public health authorities. 


Dysentery 


The cause of the dysentery that affected 90 percent of the urban population 
of Itariri and Raposo Tavares, on the southern coast of Sao Faulo State, had 
not been identified yet as of yesterday. After receiving confirmation from 
SABESP that the water provided for human consumption in 

the two ocalities had not changed in content, the director of the Vaie do 
2ibeira Department of Health, Geraldo Henriques Pinto, ordered yesterday that 
samples of the feces of the local residents be collected for examination by 
the Adolfo Lutz Institute. 


Encephalitis, Hepatitis 
Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 6 Mar & p 5 


[Text] Eight children have died in the past 10 days in Vale da Ribeira (Sao 
Paulo), after presenting the same clinical picture: vomiting, diarrhea and 
hich fever. These symptoms are characteristic of dehydration, but the doctors 
believe they were dealing with encephalitis and have already communicated 

the facts to the director of the Regioial Division of Health (Devale), 
Seraldo Henrique Pinto. 


Ac of yesterday afternoon no information had been disclosed. Despite the 


secrecy, however, it is known that Geraldo Pinto has met with the doctors am 
contacted the state authorities. 
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The outbreak of hepatitis in Cravinhos, in the region of Ribeirao Preto, has 
already begun to decline, although the authorities have not yet been able to 
identify the focus of the disease, which has already stricken more than 100 
persons, the majority of whom are children. 


According to the director of the Public Health District of Ribeirao Preto, 
Joao Germano Neto, approximately 1 month ago an average of 20 cases per week 
were recorded whereas in the past 7 days there have been only 10 cases--all 
benign--in children o1 up to 5 years of age. 
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3iSr IN INCIDEYCE OF MALANIA DISCUSSED 
Sao Taulo C ESTAX DE SAC PA'IC in Portuguese 28 Feb & p 23 


[Text ! Belem--In January of last year, in eight municipalities 

of “ara State (where for several years the state's cases of malaria have been 
concentrated), 2,904 iniividual cases were recorded as suffering from the 
disease. In Jarwary of this year, this figure rose to 4,943. Maraba and 
Tucurui--two of the municivalities recording a high incidence of the disease-- 
recorded 14 percert as many cases as were recorded in the entire year of 1981. 
In some localities involved in the movements of economic expansion the problem 
appears to be even more serious, as on the Anapu River and the Trans-Amazon 
Highways: last year, in these areas, 189 cases were recorded, whereas in 
January of this year alone the number of cases was 40. 


Could these figures reflect the onset of a new malaria epidemic in Mara State? 
The authorities have so far avoided speaking on this subject, on grounds that 
it is completely covered in the plans made by the Ministry of Health. Cne 
circumstance, however, makes the January figures even more disturbing: the 
fact that January is one of the months in which the incidence of malaria is 
lowest, reaching its peak usually between April and June--the period inter- 
mnedinte between the end of the violent rains that fall in the region and the 
beginning of spring. It is during this period that the pools of water are 
forned which are the principal foci of the insect that transmits the disease. 


In 1966 the Amazon region suffered a major outbreak of the disease because of 
the fact that the Ministry of Health had scaled down the antimalaria progran. 
A similar reduction in the program occurred 9 years later, causing a break in 
the network of protection. Despite the subsequent efforts to combat the dis- 
ease, the regions of greatest economic and demographic expansion continue to 
be foci of resistence to any reduction in the number of cases. 


in recent years, as the scope of the activities of SUCAM [Superintendency for 
“yb] ite Health Campaigns | has gradually broadened, the proportion of positive 
cases has increased, both relatively and in absolute terms. In 1973, for 
examnle, out of 168,000 plates of specimens examined 12,000 were positive-- 
4.8 nercent of the total. These figures rose in 1978 to 10 percent, with 
2°9,000 plates examined and ''8,000 of the total positive. In 1980 the number 
of rositive cases was 37,900 out of 362,000 analyses made (10.3 percent of 
the total). last year the figures broke all recordss 388,000 plates were 
analyzed and 58,000 were positive (13.3 percent). 
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“AM has no statistics concerning the deaths caused by malaria in Para, which 
ne of the states that have the highest incidence of the disease in the 

~tion. Moreover, the experts are wont to say that for every positive case 
reported there are at least three that will never be included in the statis- 
tics, leading to the conclusion that there were at least 150,000 cases of 
malaria in Para last year. More than 70 percent of this total, it is be- 
lieved, were concentrated in the eight municipalities that have registered 
the most growth recently. 


Worst of all--accordine to the public health experts--is the fact that this 
increase has occurred without any organized effort having been made and often 
without the most elementary vreventive measures having been taken. Only 
rarely has SUCAM been notified of the penetration of manual laborers into the 
arenas that are to be deforested, and when it has been notified it is usually 
after the disease has already made its appearance. In the diamond amd gold 
minite@ areas--where most of the deaths from malaria may well be occurring-- 
health care is made difficult because of the fact that SUCAM has no helicop- 
ter at its disposal. 


These increasing indices are a source of concern to experts in this field 
because of the rew projects that are being set in motion. The largest of 
these is the “Ca: .jazao” project for the economic exploitation of the mineral 
resoirces of Carajas Province and the agricultural-livestock and agricultural 
nrocessing industries. The project provides for utilization of up to 1 
million persons in the various undertakings authorized, and 90 percent of this 
perscnnel would consist of unskilled workers employed in deforestation, road 
and railroad construction, and so forths a labor force several times greater 
than that used in the agricultural-livestock projects promoted by SUDAM 
'Suverintendency for the Development of the Amazon Region |, projects that are 
cited as one of the principal causes of the large number of cases of malaria. 
Nesnite the gigantic proportions of the Carajas Project, for example, there 
has been no study to date of the health conditions in the areas that will be 
affected. 
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BRIEFS 


SPIROSIS UNDER CONTRCL--Sao Paulo secretary of health Adib Jatene 


erday informed Minister of Health Waldyr Arcoverde in 
ilia that the outbreak of leptospirosis--which has already 


ted in 52 cases including four deaths--is under control. He emphasized 
the secretariat is currently attempting to inform the public concerning 
recautions that should be taken with water and food | order to prevern* 


nfections. According to Adib Jatene, the control of leptospirosis “is 


difficult, because the disease is contracted by contact with the urine 
, Which are resistant to efforts of the Secretariat of Health to eradi- 
them.” Citing the fact that there is no vaccine against leptospirosis, 





e was careful to emphasize that the number of cases recorded at the pre: 


ime is “relatively large, although this frequently occurs in the rainy 
ne" Jatene concluded by saying that the Secretariat of State “is also 
e to take measures with respect to floods.” Minister Waldyr Arcoverde 


lready emphasized that he sees no necessity for intervention by the 


‘+ 
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y of Health in the events that have been taking place recently in Sao 


in addition to the lentospirosis outbreak, there are several cases of 
fever in Emilio Ribas Hospital). "The Secretariat of State of Sa 
,” the minister said in conclusion, “is taking the proper action and is 
ting the indicated measures.” (Text | [ Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in 


INCIDENCE OF CHOLERA DENIED--Chad has been prey to various epidemics during 
recent months. The Ministry of Public Health which continues to sound the 
alarm concerning the dangers which threaten the Chadian populations, has 
begun some vaccination campaigns. The presence of these varied epidemics in 
Chad has induced some foreign physicians to t:lk also about cholera. The 


Ministry of Public Health has categorically denied this report. In an 


the Ministry of Public Health pointed out that “epidemi 
ive been («porte 


ai,’ 


official communique, 
measles, whooping cough and cerebro-spinal meningiti 
as wel! ; the recrudescence of some centers 


ilmost everywhere in che country, 
[Text] [Ndjamena INFO TCHAD in French 


f trypanosomiasis, but not cholera.” 
Y Mar 82 P 3] 


cso: 4719/75] 
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ECUADOR 


DOCTORS DISCUSS RECENT INCREASE IN INCIDENCE OF TUBERCULOSIS 
Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 21 Mar 82 pA l 
[Article by Marco Mendoza A.] 


[Summary] According to the Public Health Ministry, ir 1972 there were 1659 
cases of tuberculosis and so far in 1982 there have been over 4000. 

Pulmonary specialists blame the increase on “malnutrition, poor living 
conditions, more acute contagion and especially on the migration of campesinos 
to the large cities.” Mario Chancay, president of the Ecuadorean Society of 
Pulmonary Specialists, said that tuberculosis incidence is high in the 15-35 
age group, low up to 45 and high again around 50. It is most severe in 
Manabi, El Oro, Azuay, Bolivar, Pichincha and Imbabura Provinces. 
Investigation has shown that many patients are not complying with prescribed 
treatment. The progression of the disease is notorious. One of the 

problems is that the Health Ministry has not intensified its vaccination 
program. According to pulmonary specialist Dr Leopoldo Arcos, incidence 
dropped after an intense vaccination program in 1951-52. In the past decade 
it has risen again because of factors cited earlier and because of promiscuity 
and the lack of adequate hygiene and drainage. Arcos added that the bacillus 
that causes tuberculosis thrives in conditions brought about by malnutrition, 
diabetes or cancer. The disease generally attacks the lungs, meninges, bones 
and joints, and kidneys. Persons with first degree recovery generally retain 
the bacillus and symptoms can return at any time When the disease is chronic, 
the bacillus is expelled from the mouth and con agion results. 


Arcos said it was necessary to reinforce the Health Ministry's vaccination 
plan. People with the disease should be sought out systematically and 
extensively. They should receive out-patient treatment because it is 
effective and cheaper than hospitalization. According to Chancay, the 
government has done little about the problem. Nine years ago the Ecuadorean 
Antituberculosis League (LEA) was abolished on the recommendation of the World 
Health Organization, a measure that was counterproductive in the fight against 
the disease because the state neglected the eradication effort. After the LEA 
was disbanded, several actions were suggested to combat the disease but none 
was taken. In rural health establishments there is no tuberculosis diagnostic 
equipment. Treatment that once took two years can now be completed in nine 
months. Chancay said that with modern medication, there is not a case that 
cannot be cured. 

CSO: 5400/2120 


19 





ECUADOR 


e 
BRIEFS 
TYPHOID OUTBREAK IN LATACUNGA--Latrcunga, 16 Mar--A number of schools in this 
ity have suspended classes because of an outbreak of typhoid. At the Vicente 
eon Advanced Institute, 21 cases were found and the Victoria Vasconez Cuvi 
School for Girls reported at least 12 cases. Several elementary schools have 
ilso asked the Provincial Education Directorate and the provincial Department 
Health to fumigate their facilities in order to control the typhoid before 
it turns into a real epidemic. [Text] [Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 17 Mar 82 
A-11] 11,464 
CSO: 5400/2112 
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SPECIAL REPORT DISCUSSES LATHYRISM 


attention on lathyrism and bon- 

ded labour. On March 6, a team of 
researchers from the Gandhi Peace Foun- 
dation (GPF) released a report on bonded 
labour and lathyrism in Panasi, Manika 
and Jhotia, three villages in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Rewa district. The research 
had been financed by the Haryan and 
Tnbal Welfare Department of the 
Madhya Pradesh Government, and state 
Chief Minister Arjun Singh was on hand 
in Delhi at the release ceremony. 

A day earlier, Justice P.N. Bhagwat 
of the Supreme Couri, on the basis of an 
application sent to him by the Gp’ s Jyou 
Prakash, issued four weeks’ notice to 
Satna and Rewa distnct authorities ask- 
ing for surveys of bonded labour and its 
connections with lathyrism. 

Bleak Findings: There wes a grim 
symbolism to the developments: a 
nationwide survey of bonded labour con- 
ducted by the Grr, whose findings were 
published in May last year, showed that 
Madhya Pradesh contained as many as 5 
lakh of the estimated 26 lakh bonded 
labourers in the country. Moreover, a 
Nationa] Commission on Agriculture re- 
port in 1976 showed that lathyrus culti- 
vation accounted for as much as 44 per 
cent of the total land under foodgrains 

The latest GpF survey of the three 
villages in Rewa showed even bicaker 
findings. Of the 63 afflicted families. at 
lcast a third were those of bonded la- 
bourers, and 44.4 per cent were ‘free’ 
labourers— which proved that Rewa’'s 
landlords chose to ignore the 
Government-prescribed minimum wage 
of Rs 7 a day, and continued to pay the 
labourers im kind. 


[Text] T WO events last fortnight focussed 


New Delhi INDIA TODAY in English 31 Mar 82 pp 18-19 


That was not all. The survey showed 
that 56.6 per cent of the disabled were 
either Adivasis or Harijans, and only 2.5 
per cent of the cultivable land was owned 
by these communities. Lathynsm never 
struck the larger landlords, and only two 
or three of Panasi's victims owned as 
much as between one and cight acres of 
land. . . 

Long History: India is one of the two 
countnes mi the world thai has not ban- 
ned the cultivation of the poisonous 
matara sced. There was a big outbreak of 
lathyrism in Ethiopia in 1976, when 1/374 
cases were reported after a severe famine. 
But lathyrism has beea endemic in 
Madhya Pradesh, and contiguous parts 
of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Maha- 
rashtra and Andhra Pradesh, for nearly 
two centuries. _* 

In particular, the Rewa, Satna, 
Sidhi. Shahdol, Chhatarpur and 
Tikamgach districts of Madhya Pradesh 
have a long history of lathyrism. The first 
reference to lathyrism in the Rewa region 
occurs in General W.H. Sleeman's 
Rambles And Recollections of an Indian 
Official in 1844. An Indian Medical 
Service officer called A. Buchanan, in two 
separate reports in 1904 and 1927, gave 
detailed analyses of lathyrism outbreaks 
during the great famine years of 
1896-1907. In 1922, H.W. Acton esti- 
mated 60,000 lathyrism cases in northern 
Rewa (“a territory kaif the size of 
Scotland”)... 

Only once before, in the: early 1900s. 
did a judge called Fuller prosecute a 
landlord who fed his labourers matara 
under Section 328 of the Indian Penal 
Code, which prescribes punishment of 
imprisonment up to 10 years and fine for 
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CSO: 


“whoever administers to or causes to be 
taken by any person any porsom or any 
stupefying. intoxicating or unwholesome 
drug...~ 

Powerful Toxin: Surveys show that 
even 8 regular one-third of lathyrus in a 
diet can lead to the disease. The pea itself 
rs full of contradictions: mt has a protein 
content of between 28 and 30 per cent. 
higher than any other pulse. But of the 26 


vanetes of lathyrus growing im India. 
almost all contain a deadly 2 per cent of 8 
rare amuno-acid toxin called Beta-oxalyl- 
samuino-atanine (Boa). This tiny percen- 
lage 1S suffksemt to cause lathynsm. 

Scientists at the National Institute of 
Nuirition (NIN) in Hyderabad succeeded 
in isclateng the lathyrus toun in crysial 
form in the mid-"608. According to scien- 
tific and governmental advice, the seeds 
ought to be soaked in boiling water and 
then decanted in order to detoxify them 
before eauung. Another method advo- 
cated is to parboul the seeds just as in the 
case of nce, in large quanutes. 

But all this propaganda has not 
siemmed the sporadic incidence of la- 
thyrnsm. Moreover, the bonded labourers 
work from dawn to dusk in the fields and 
are only then given their daily wage of 
seeds. They therefore do not have the 
tume, or the equipment, to attempt to 
detoxify the seeds at home. 

There 1s controversy about whether 
soaking of decantation or paerboiling 
actually detoxifies the seed. Experiments 
conducted pnvately m Rewa apparently 
show that consecutive batches of water 
obtained by boiling the same sample of 
seeds show increasing toxin levels. On the 
other hand, the seed is also said to lose its 
protons in the water 

Spreading Danger: The tou: ! .ack of 
research on detoxification added to by 
the apathy of scientists. Argues NIN 
Director P.G. Tulpule: “Since agro 
ecological changes are leading to a de- 
cline in fresh outbreaks of lathynsm., we 
are not doing any further research. We do 
not deny the possibilty of isolated cases. 
but hecause of vanous factors further 
research plans have been shelved.” 

Taking this logs further, Dr C. 
Gopalan, director of the Nutrition Foun- 
davon of India in Delhi, points out that 


5400/5932 


lathyrus seeds aré increasingly being ex- 
ported §o cther states to adulterate beaan. 
“Thus,” says Gopalan. “the poor b- 
bourers of Rewa are being saved, but the 
pulse is now being freely distributed to 
other states. Since detoxification will 
mean ap increase in cost. | doubt if the 
traders and mcb farmers will even come 
forward with ther stocks for 
deioxuificatoa.” 

While there has never been a proper 
navionwide survey smn, scuentrsts 
ai the wrw claim that there has been no 
major outbreak of the discase m Madhya 
Pradesh since the last epademic in 1974. A 
NIN survey in 1980 m Rewa. Satna. Durg 
and Raipur districts reportedly showed 
that most lathyrism cases consisied of 
long-term sufferers. 


But doctors at the SS Medical 
Cullege in Rewa say that a fresh outbreak 
occurred after a drought in 1979; mo- 
reover, a seminar on lathyrism in Rewa 
on November 29 last year pointed out 
that at least 100 cases of paraplegia had 
been noticed between June 1980 and June 
1981. of which 30 were ‘subacute’ or 
‘onset’ lathynsm patients. The doctors 
concluded that the “incidence of para- 
plegia due to lathyrism (30 per cent) 
recorded in (the) present series is the 
highest among other reported works”. 

The sale. possession for sale, or use 
of futhyrus sativus as an ingredient in 
preparing any foodstuff for sale is banned 
in several states under the Prevention of 
Food Adulteration Act. [96l. 
Signifuantly. there is no such ban in 
Madhya Pradesh. Nor does the Madhya 
Pradesh Government propose to ban 
cultivation of ‘he seed ; its facile argument 
is that lathyrus. if consumed together 
with other pulses. 1 not porsonous. 

At most. scientists have recom- 
mended tha’ the Government impose a 
levy on lat hyrus cultivators, and the Rewa 
seminar suggested the setting up of a 
lathyrom commission “which will look 
lathyrism with its arm to eradicate the 
disease by 2000 ap.” 
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SOCIAL CONDITIONS AND =CONOMIC MISERIES OF LATHYRISM VICTIMS REPORTED 


New Delhi INDIA TODAY in English 31 Mar 82 pp 17, 19-21 


[Text } 


ISUALLY, the scene was vin- 
tage Bergman. A low canopy of 
sullen clouds scudded over a 
landscape whipped by «xy winds. 
Despair seemed to be wrung out of every 
muscle of the ragged bunch of men stumbi- 
ing down the village's main dirt street. There 
were 15 of them all walking with the collaps- 
ing gait of acute drunkards. At least four of 
them were scarcely able to maintain a verti- 
cal position ; even the two poles they used to 
drag their shrivelled legs along did not case 
their expressions of slow-mouon agony 
With one or two exceptions, the men 
were all bonded labourers, a class that had 
been abolished on paper by the Government 
six and a half years back. The village's name 
was Panasi, but throughout the surrounding 
district of Rewa in north-eastern Madhya 
Pradesh, it was known as /angda gaon (lame 
village). The shambling men with the useless 
legs were victims of a ternfying disease called 
‘lathymsm’, a disease that leads to spastic 
paraplegia. or jerky paralysis, of the lower 
extremities 
Deadly Wages: Worse sull. the disease 
had not struck the men out of the blue. or 
through some mystenous virus in the air 
Lathyrism is a direct result of man’s in- 
humanity towards his unluckier infenors, a 
social inferionty that has been built up over 
the centunes into an unbearable burden of 
suffering. Caused by the sustained consum- 
ption of a harmiess-looking pea named /a- 
thyrus sativus—called Kesar: daal or matara 
locally lathyrism is the physical spin-off 
of bondage, and there is no cure for it. 
For centunes. Rewa district's agricul- 
tural labourers have been subjected to the 
most primitive system of serfdom in India 


In Panasi and the nearby villages, at least 
one-tenth of the people are bonded labour- 
ers. They have never used money as a 
medium of exchange. and their lives revolve 
around the deadly lathyrus seeds —for a full 
day's back-breaking work in their masters’ 
fields, each one of them ‘earns’ a paltry wage 
of 1.65 kg of the seeds. The only occasions 


on which these people see hard cash is when 


they borrow money from their masters to 
finance death or marriage ceremonies. or 
treatment for some illness. 

In all everyday transactions, the grain 
the bondsmen are given at day's end serves as 
currency, part of it exchanged at the local 
market for staples like salt and oil, and it 
forms their total diet. Dried matara is pow- 
dered and the resulting flour used to make 
rough rotis, the same seeds are boiled. 
flavoured with salt. and eaten as daa/ along 
with the mutura rotis 

Sinister Purpose: When INDIA TODAY vi- 
sited Panasi on March 5S. there was a sense of 
gloom in the village: hailstorms had struck 
the area a few days earlier. and Panasi's 
landlords anticipated a crop failure. “You 
can imagine what that means.” said 
Prabhakar Singh. one of the village's biggest 
landowners. “Only the mataru crop will 
survive this blight. and so I will have to give 
my labourers only this seed. And that means 
a fresh outbreak of the disease.” 

Another of the visitors that day was Dr 
Madhav Prasad Dwivedi, who has been 
studying lathyrism since 1954. Now head of 
the department of preventive and social 
medicine at the SS. Medical College in 
Rewa. Dwivedi pointed out that outbreaks 
of lathyrism usually occur after drought or 
crop failure. It was true that the consum- 
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ot tf lathyrus seeds mm Panasi had drop- 
ped during the last two years, but this was 
mec suse other crops like wheat. barley, lentils 
and sengal gram had flournshed. The blue. 
red and white flowered matara plants could 
stl! be seen in Panasi’s fields. and it was 
evident that they flournshed even if they were 
not tended 

There was another reason for the drop 
iN mu’ara Consumption: Panasi's landlords 
had discovered that the seed fetched a higher 
price in the market place. Against Rs 175 per 
guintal for wheat. the seed was fetching Rs 
2%) a quintal. And this too had a sinister 
Purpwse - unscrupulous traders were buying 
the seed because they could use its powder to 
adulterate Aesan (chang flour), and chana 
currently sells for Rs 375 a quintal. 

Deprivation: As Panasi's lathynsm vic- 
tims clustered around Dwivedi. discussing 
the progress of the disease, ther€ was a dull 
fecling of unmitigated despair in the air. The 
terrain. as far as the eye could sce. was 
similarly stark At first sight, ut did not 
appear (oo barren. but Prabhakar Singh said 
that due to reasonably good rainfall, farmers 
in the Baghelkhand region had not developed 
iny irrigation facilities. It is when the rains 
jail or when there ts adverse cold or hail. 
that the farmers face disaster. This is why the 
farmers routinely plant lathyrus as a fall- 
Sack crop together with barley, wheat. and 


Bengal gram Lathyrus shows a particular 
affmity for Jhe predominantly sandy-red soil. 
There was déprivation in the bonded 
labourers’ living conditions. too. Panasi’s 
landless live in @ separate and ramshackle 
colony at a distance from the quarter of the 
landiords Prabhakar Singh claims that he 
owns only 13 5 acres of land. but le and his 
four brothers. say other villagers. own a 
large tract between themselves Singh alone 
! sprains as 12 bonds |)! ers 

» an uniccling logic to ais aiguments 

The labourers depend totally on us.” 

e sass “What more can | do? The mutara 
grows wild) by atself, itis almost weed-hke 
M1) family has been here for tour centures 
ind most of the land is sull capable of 
viciding only one crop a year. And the yield 
onl. one measly quintal per acre We will 
he only too glad if the Ccovernment Iifts the 
ourers out of their misery | cannot do 
ung myself } cannot pay them cash. I 
fier them like a father. | pay for their 


medial capenses. | lend them money. And 
su.) the Government does not introduce 
proper iumgaton ft have a little bit of 
inmigation and so 1 do not give my labourers 





matara as far as possible.” 

Fotalism: So it i a classic Catch-22 
situation. it is up to the outside world to 
emancipate these slaves, but emancipation 
cannot come about through mere urigation, 
or even land distnbution. There is no land 
left to ditnbute, complain Panasi's lan- 
dlords. “Instead.” says Singh, “the labourers 
ought to be drawn into cottage industnes so 
that they earn a little cash. That will auto- 
matically lead to a change in diet, and even 
the farmers will learn that they cannot 
depend forever on their labourers.” 

But fatahsm has the labourers in its 
grip. They know that eating the deadly seed 
leads to lathynsm. but they cannot compre- 
hend its power to destroy their lives, and they 
cannot stop eating it. The disease has affec- 
ted generations of labourers—there is the 
Kole Adivasi Bayu. Panasi’s most recent 
vicuum. whose father was a vicum before him. 
And there is Ramsaran. a Hanjan, another 
second-generat.on victim. Every tume the 
bread-earner succumbs to the disease. the 
only fate in store for the family is starva- 
tron — or the bondage of the women and chil 
dren. and the perpetuation of the cycle 


HE tragedy 1s compounded by the 
. villagers’ sup 7stitions. As the wind 

rises, and with it the cold, the ia- 
thyrism victims huddle together for warmth 
and mutter that the evil purvaiya (wind from 
the east) carries the disease with it. The fact. 
however, is that the acid levels in their bodies 
nse with starvation and not cold. and that 
the deadly toxin m the matara seeds acts 
more easily on their weakened blood vessels, 
cutting off nutrition to nerve tissue, leading 
to spasms in their spinal cords—and para- 
plegia below their waists. 

Lathynsm is dout.y cruel because it 
rarely strike women. Most of its victims are 
able raen between the ages of 16 and 30. Only 
two girls in Panasi, below the age of 12, had 
fallen victim to the disease. In any case, it 
seemed to strike women either before pub- 
erty or after menopause. Moreover, the 
women usually eat very little, preferring to 
give most of the available seed to ther 
menfolk —and this in itself is a kindness 
fraugi.. ‘4 cruelty. 

And so the future looked as bereft of 
hope as last year, or the year before that, or 
the decades before that. The rabi (winter) 


crop 1s harvested in March, and if other 
crops fail this year, Panasi's landless are 
going to have nothing to eat but the deadly 
matara. Prevous surveys have shown a 
sharp increase in the incidence of lathyrism 
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in the months of Ashadh and Sawan (June 
and July). This year promguses to be no 
different. One of Panasi’s landlords rein- 
forces the overpowering sense of being in a 
situation with no exit signs at all. “Why talk 
in noble terms of bonded labour?” he asks 
«th «a tkugh “Do you think the 
Governments own ‘food-for-work’ pro- 
vramune is anything but bondage by another 
name ° 

Growing Trap: Panasi and its forlorn 
cluster of maimed men, huddled together 
near an unsecing clay idol of Hanuman, 
gves mse to the feeling that nothing, at this 
rate. can change the social system in Madhya 
Pradesh. On Hob, March 10, hundreds 
of villages im the region witnessed an 
annual ceremony. It was the only day in the 
entire year when the bonded labourers could 
opt out of the system by repaying ther 
debts or renew their contracts. which was 
what actually happened. Nc bonded la- 
bourer had ever succeeded in freeing himself 
trom the ever-growing trap, and the only 
way he could deceive himself into a «m- 
blance of freedom was to borrow the re- 
quisite amount from another landlord. pay 
off last year’s master, and pledge himself to a 
new one 

The circle is truly vicious, and the sym- 
bolism of one village like Panasi out of a 
thousand 1s only that—paper reforms, and 
lame concern, for a problem that does not 
cust for the people who discuss it. Suddenly. 
in that ny pocket of human habitation, the 
outside world seems to recede into heartless 
history Bondage is the poor man’s only fate, 
and lathymsm a poor man’s disease. 

—CHAITANYA KALBAG 


CSO: 5400/5932 
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BRIEFS 


MYSTERY DISEASE STRIKES--Srinagar, March 11 (PTI)--A mysterious disease has 
so far taken more than 70 lives in Zanskar area of the border region of 
Ladakh, according to two youth leaders of Zanskar. Mr Tsewant Chosther and 
Mr Nawang Tashe told newsmen here today that the victims of this disease 
usually complained of headache followed by severe pain in chest with high 
fever. There were no medical facilities available in this remote area 
which remains cut off from rest of the world for about seven months. They 
said during past two months more than 70 people lost their lives because of 
this mysterious disease. The only Government dispensary in Zanskar having 
a population of over 11,000 according to the youth leaders, was at present 
run by a peon as the concerned doctor was staying at Kargil, about 235 km 
from Zanskar. There were no medicines available in the dispensary and 11 
boxes of medicine sent by Mr Majiv Gandhi, MP, in October last as a "personal 
gift" to the people of Zanskar lasted for two months only after that, the 
State authorities did not "bother to stock" some medicine for the winter 
period, they charged. [Excerpt] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 12 Mar 82 

p 4] 





JAUNDICE IN CUJARAT~~Ganghinagar, Mar 5 (UNI1)--Jaundice has claimed as many 
as 38 lives in Ahmedabad during the last two months, Gujarat Health 


Minister Mancharsinhji Jadeja inform the State Legislative Assembly today. 
(Text] [New Delhi PA’ 2U0T in English 6 Mar 82 p 8] 


CSO: 5400/7053 








ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


MEASLES IN E, JERUSALEM, IDF--The measles epidemic that has been going 

on for months in Judea and Samaria is now affecting East Jerusalem residents 
and Israel Defence Forces soldiers, A military spokesman said that all 
isolation wards in military camps are full in spite of a slight drop in 

the epidemic incidence over the weekend, Soldiers in the 18-21 age group, 
he said, are especially vulnerable to the disease because compulsory 
immunization had ceased when they were children, It was reported thet a 
special ward in the military hospital <. Tel Hashomer was cleared to 
accommodate infected soldiers, In East Jerusalem, public-health officials 
report that mass immunization has been going on since miji-January. Dr Alma 
\vri, head of public-health services in the Health Ministry said that the 
previous lack of immunization in East Jerusalem is the cause for much higher 
measles incidence there than in the rest of the country. Because the 
epidemic is still raging in East Jerusalem, it was decided, said Avni, 

to make special efforts to immunize all children up to age three, those 
most vulnerable to the disease, [Text] [Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST 

in English 15 Mar 82 p 3] 


CSO: 5400/4719 
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MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


VENUSTIANO CARRANZA RABIES WARNING--Danger of rabies in the Oceania Sports 
Area in the Venustiano Carranza region has led the capital authorities to 
warn all persons who visited the region this past weekend to go to the nearest 
antirabies center as soon as possible. A region spokesman reported yesterday 
that the previous Friday a yellowish female dog had bitten several children 

in tle area. Other children were also in contact with the dog, which died 

of rabies this past Monday. The local authorities issued a warning on the 
incicent through Deputy Chief Doctor Raquel Ocharan Sanchez Martha Veronica. 

A child living in Cuchilla del Tesoro reportedly took two of the rabid dog's 
puppies to her home. For fear that they too may be affected, they must be 


kept under observation. [Text] [Mexico City EL SOL DE MEXICO in Spanish 
19 Mar 82 p 2-A]} 8255 


cso: 5400/2116 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BETTER ORGANIZATION NEEDED IN TUBERCULOSIS FIGHT 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 18 Mar 82 p 3 


[Text] “In our strategy to fight tuberculosis we feel that organization is 
very important,” told NOTICIAS yesterday Caseiro Rocha of the National 

Medical Assistance Board. He explained that in spite of some organizational 
advances, the persistent difficulties demand greater organizationai capability 
to control registered patients and to follow up them covering the entire 
required treatment. 


He said that the fight against tuberculosis in our country is not different 
from that suggested by the World Health Organization and by the International 
Antituberculosis Union. The general lines of this strategy, technically 
identical throughout the world, establish that with efficient and cheap 
medications the treatment of tuberculosis must reach the larger portions of 
the population. 


According to Caseiro Rocha, the ultimate and the most important objective 
can be reached only if the entire population is aware, through education, of 
the seriousness of the disease and the need to eradicate it. 


According to our source, experience in our country shows that of 100 affected 
persons who register to receive continuous treatment for 1 year, only 50 
percent complete the treatment. 


This fact, which results from deficient organizational capability in the 
control of patients, has made difficult the treatment of the disease at the 
peripheral level. ‘This is so because from the diagnosis to the treatment 
any health center has the best conditions for the easiest treatment of 
tuberculosis,” said our source. 


Speaking about the fight strategy in the world, Caseiro Rocha said that 
tuberculosis is a political, medical, economic and social problem. 


"It is political, because it depends on the commitment of each government; 
medical, because the resources of the treatment are the same throughout the 
world; economic and social, because while in Europe the disease was diminished, 
in underdeveloped countries the situation continues to be alarming," said 

the physician. 


29 








He added that the fight strategy benefits from the balance of action of these 
four factors. 


According to him, in our country important steps have been taken, among them 
those which stress the fact that the fight is being supported by laboratories. 
"Up to the third quarter of this year there will not be a single district in 
the country without a laboratory,” he revealed. 


Speaking about the steps already taken, Caseiro Rocha expressed his 
satisfaction with the mobilization work carried out by local political offices. 
He said that in the vaccination campaigns, 95 percent of the population was 
vaccinated. "In addition,” he said, “our brigades detected twice as many 
cases in 1981 as in 1980." 


He added that these data are still insignificant, “but we are progressing." 


Because of the importance of this matter, we shall discuss it in future 
editions. 


11634 
CSO: 5400/5910 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


[INHAMBANE CHOLERA OUTBREAK--Several weeks ago an outbreak of cholera vas 
detected in Inhambane which especially affected the Inharrime and Marrumbene 
districts and the area of Chicuque, according to Radio Mocambique. In 
Morrumbene, the most affected area, 50 cases of cholera have already been 
registered. At a meeting held last Thursday with several health offices of 
the province, the director of Prophylaxis and Medical Examination Center of 
Maputo, Oscar Monteiro, announced the creation of a commission in charge 

f coordinating actions against the epidckaic. Director Oscar Monteiro said 
that the success of this fight depends fundamentally on intense mobilization 
of the population to fight cholera. The director of the Prophylaxis and 
Medical Examination Center is working in various points of Inhambane Province 
to study the situation of the epidemic. [Text] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 


8 Mar 82 p 2) 11634 


CSO: 5400/5910 
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PAN-PACIFIC SYMPOSIUM ON LEPROSY HELD IN CHRISTCHURCH 


Addressed by Health Minister 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 18 Feb 82 p 4 
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SRI LANKA 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA SPREADS--The number of cholera victims rose to 144 yesterday with 10 
cases being reported over the weekend. The Health Ministry vas yesterday 
concerned over this increase fearing that the sporadic rainfall that was 
experienced on Sunday may contribute to the rapid spread of the disease. 

The tirst case was reported from Kirindivella and a second from Nugegoda. 
Every effort is being made by the authorities to curb the spread of the 
disease and the public has been warned against drinking unboiled water as 
well as eatine greer. vegetables that may grow in marshes close to rivers. 
[Colombo SUN in English 23 Mar 82 p 1] 


j~OSQUITO ERADICATION IN COLOMBO--The Colombo Municipal Council is to launch 
a campaign ‘Operation Mosquito’ for the purpose of eliminating the city's 
mosquitoes. Mayor Sirisena Cooray told ‘SUN’ yesterday that the seven-day 
operation would be a combined efforts of the Municipal health authorities, 
the Anti-Malaria Campaign, antifilariasis campaign, the Low Lying Areas 
Development Board and the Ministry of Health. [Colombo SUN in English 

23 Mar 82 p 2] 


CSO: 5400/5941 
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TANZANIA 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA PREVENTION MEASURES, INCIDENCE--All primary schools in the city of 
Morogoro, along with the shoe factory in Morogoro, were closed as of Monday 
and »ther steps were taken to prevent the srzead of cholera, which broke out 
aga’n in this city 2 weeks ago. The steps which were taken initially to pre- 
vert the spread of this diseas< consisted of banning the preparation, sile and 
drinking of local pombe [intoxicating beverage prepared from millet, bananas, 
and sugarcane, [and the purchase of] food from stalls <nd fruits of all k_ads 
sold outside of authorized markets. Ar investigation carried out by SHIHATA 
revealed that the closing of the shoe factory resulted from the discovery 
that the focus of cholera is the Ngerengere River whose water the factory 
used for various purposes. It is said that this factory will be reopened 
next week after plans have been made to make possible the obtaining of clean 
water and also that all workers have been given emergency leave. An educa- 
tion officer in the Morogoro City Council stated that steps have been taken 
to close all schools because 25 percent of the students are from areas which 
are confirmed as having cholera patients. Other reliable reports claim that 
the closing of these schools results from the fact that a considerable number 
of schools on the Morogoro River do not have toilets and clean surroundings. 
The work of digging latrines and cleaning the surroundings of these schools 
which began last week after this disease broke out is expected to be completed 
next week. A spokesman of the regional hospital told SHIHATA that the status 
of this disease is still unsatisfactory. A report on this disease stated 
that as of yesterday there were 11 cholera patients and that of these six 
were new cases. At this time the quarantine which was established in Igunga 
District, Tabora Region to prevent the ecpread of cholera has been lifted and 
all primary schools have been opened, a spokesman of the regional health 
office said yesterday. The spokesman went on to say that incidence of this 
disease has declined considerably. A total of 52 persons have died from the 
disease since it broke out in Igunga District in December 1981 and 500 patients 
have received medica] treatment. There have been no reports for the last 

2 weeks of incidences of the disease in Nzega District where it also broke 
out. [Text] [Dar es Salaam UHURU in Swahili 18 Mar 82 p 5] 


CSO: 5400/5935 
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VIETNAMESE HEALTH PLAN 


Tslamabad THE MUSLIM in English 27 Feb 82 p 5 


[Article by Alex Marshall] 


[Text] 


HANOI]. We are situng m a 
room at the commune health 
clmic at Phung Cong near 
Hano:. talking to the staff. The 
talkk is about birth rates, 
family plannimg, data collec- 
tion. The conversation hums 
along, English, Vietnamese, 
Vietnamese, English. The air 
hums, too, with cicadas, and 
the scent of the medicinal herb 
garden wafts in across the deep 
verandah. Tall shade trees grow 
in the courtyard. It is very 
peaceful, except that on the 
other side of the courtyard 
some farmers are “selling a pig 
to the State’, as we are told. 
The noise of his objections 
punctuates and sometimes 
overwhelms our conversation. 

A doctor, one of the herbalists 

ads off to sve if the state cm . 
orego its pig for the moment, 
and we take up the flow again 
Phung Cong is a eading commune 
for roduction, for 
health care, for planning. 
There are what seems to be an 
impossitie number of doctor: and 
nurses — for $,000 peopic, four me 
dical assistants, two herbalists, x 
nurses and 17 part-time auxiliary 
murees with the producton teams 
But the mw thumd target b&b 
one medical worker, full or 
time, to every 100 peopic. So 
are, in theory, below strength. 

The clinic does not sem over- 
loaded today, with only one 
patient, e@ cheerful young lady 
having her second child. a healthy 
you r of 3.2 kg The only 
member of the commune in trouble 
seems to be the pig. 


35 


Not so, unfortunately. On the 
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its associated workers can take 
care of most ailments, but for 
more serious Minesses the commune 

nds on the district hospital 
a few miles sway. With! doctor for 
every 4,000 people and one 
hospital bed for every 400. Viect- 
nam is well supplied, compared 
with many more prosperous Asian 
countries 

But visits to hospitals and me 
dica) schools reveal problems. Many 
of these are purely physical; build 


VIETNAM 











bys are O16 and under-cquipped. 
—— which has to be 
unp which means most 
drugs and medicd supplies, és 
scarce because of forsign exchange 
shortages. The aid agencies - 
Sweden, the Netherlands, 
United Nations Development Pro 
granme, UNIICEF, and U.N. ay 
lauion Fund (UNFPA) and a 
others - do what they can, but the 
needs are far beyand their resources 
and are increasing al the time. Even 
im one of the main hogitals 
in Hanoi, only the most urgent 
operatons cam be performed 
because of a shortage of catgut In 
Phung Cong, the endemic trachoma 
could easily be treated with tetre 
cycline: but there is none. 

Training rogrammes, too, 
suffer from thortages, but 
tere also the question of or 
gantsation; the sort of decentralised 
system in operation in Phung Cong 
— weil, pe wide nay od 
of ca programmes 
stretched ee fachities 
to the utmost , the hist 
of dinemwes on the Phung Cong 
Cimuic wall. 

The opposite wall has a map of 
the village. ex and smalle: plots 
are a ~~ Lard 


banana, rose-apple lichee trees, 
and rice drying outside the door. 
Most of the fields are communally 
farmed. / 

The lady who ts us & alone 
with her mother; more than 
half the men in the commune her 
husband is sway, “working for the 
Government”. This may mean the 
army, agricultural, mdustrial or 
local government work. It may 
mean, as in this case, transfer to a 
distant province. 

She plies us with rose-appia, 
smiling and at the unexpeo 
ted intwson ex mother sits 
beind the window of an annex to 
the sturdy brick house, fanning 
herself. Inede the living oom, i* « 

-) ant coum A black carved 1 
inlad Ciunese table acd chi.s and 
a big glass-fronted dresser loom out 
of the darkness. There is a standing 
fan and photographs of batter, 
husband and children on the 
table 

Are al) houses in the commune 
as well-appointed as this? 

Wadi. no says our guide, the 
table and chairs must be heirlooms: 
but most people live on much the 


CSO: 5400/5927 
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In @ commune like Phung Cong 
the replacement of the extended 
family as the basic unit for agn- 
cultural work by the “production 
group” of unrdated sdults had 


extended health care system. In 
steac. there is pressure the other 
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ANGOLA 


BRIEFS 


CATTLE VACCINATION CAMPAIGN--Lubango--A large-scale vaccination campaign 
against the principal diseases which affect cattle, especially anthrax and 
peripneumonia, will be initiated in the near future in all cities of Huila 
Province, according to a communique from the provincial directorate of the 
Cattle-Raising Organization. The communique stresses that "experience has 
shown that only nonvaccinated cattle have actually contracted anthrax and 
peripneumonia, peculiar to cattle,” and it appeals to the cities’ party and 
government organizations to inform cattle breeders of the seriousness of 


the situation. [Text] [Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 9 Mar 82 p 12] 
8568 


CSO: 5400/5907 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


REGIONS QUARANTINED AGAINST FOOT-AND-MOUTH 
Measures Taken 


LD011324 East Berlin ADN International Service in German 1203 GMT 1 Apr 82 


[Text] Berlin, 1 Apr (ADN) -- With reference to the 24 March press announcement on measures 
against foot-and-mouth disease, the GDR Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Foodstuffs 
further announced: 


Through the active support of cooperative peasants and workers in the agricultural produc- 
tion cooperatives and publicly-owned farms as well as of citizens, the veterinary forces 

in the Ruegen, Stralsund, Grimmen, Greifswald, Wolgast and Anklam Kreise have so far managed 
to prevent a further spread of foot-and-mouth disease. However, a spread of the disease to 
cattle in the Ribnitz-Damgarten Kreis could not be avoided. 


The particular danger of the foot-and-mouth disease virus is that it is easily communicated 
via animals and objects, but especially by car and vehicle traffic. In order to combat 
foot-and-mouth disease and to protect animal stocks, further measures are necessary in 

tne above-mentioned kreise as well as beyond, which have been decreed by the chairman of 

the central animal disease commission on the basis of the law on the veterinary service 

and the decree on protection of animal stocks from livestock epidemics, parasitical diseases 
and other special dangers. Accordingly, until further notice, in the Kreise of Ribnitz- 
Damgarten, Ruegen, Stralsund, Grimmen, Greifswald, Wolgast and Anklam: 


-- entry for the purpose of visits and tourist stops of all kinds, as well as business 
trips, are not permitted; 

-- organized events of all kinds are not permitted. 

-- vacation and spa sojourns, including those arranged by the FDGB vacation service, may 
not be taken; 

-- citizens from these kreise are not permitted to travel into other kreise or bezirke or 
abroad. 


(Fxceptions for entering and leaving these kreise in cases of urgent family matters, such 
as critical illness or death, require permission from the kreis offices of the People's 
politic ec) 


Internationa] transit traffic on Highways F96 and F105 and via railway will be allowed 
to continue as a through trip with no stops. 


All citizens are asked to show understanding for these measures and are calied upon to 
actively support the rulings and obey the instructions of the control and order forces. 
Further information will be given at the appropriate time. 
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Earlier DPA Report 


LD301722 Hamburg DPA in German 1602 GMI 30 Mar 82 


[Text] Bonn, 30 Mar (DPA) -- Due to foot-and-mouth disease in the north of the country, 
the GDR has now closed a seventh district, Ribnitz-Damgarten, east of Rostock, to vacation 
traffic. This was announced by the Federal Ministry for Intra-German relations on Tuesday 
in Bonn on the basis of information received from GDR authorities. The GDR districts of 
Anklam, Wolgast, Greifswald, Grimmen, Stralsund and Ruegen were closed to vacation traffic 
last week. The ban is for an unspecified period and applies until rescinded. 


CSO: 5400/2122 
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INDONESIA 


LIVESTOCK DIE NEAR WEST JAVA WILDLIFE RESERVE 
Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 13 Feb 82 pp 1, 12 


[Excerptsj] As of 8 February, 45 water buffaloes, 351 goats and 450 chickens 
belonging to the villagers of Taman Jaya and Cigurondong, Cimanggu Regency, 
West Java, near Ujong Kulon Wildlife Reserve, have died. 


It is believed that the deaths of these 846 animals are similar to the deaths 
of four rhinoceroses and a wild buffalo since December. It is not impossible 
that the same illness attacked both groups. 


"Operation Save the Rhinoceros" was held in the Ujung Kulon area from 3-8 February, 
in the aftermath of the death of four rhinoceroses. The aim was to take an exact 
census. 





After finding the trail of the rhinoceroses, the team made a provisional estimate 
of 53-59 rhinoceroses in the area. The team concluded the rhino population was 
stable, they were living normal lives, and there was no cause for concern. 


In addition, the team inventoried livestock in the area around Ujung Kulon. 


A veterinarian, Dr Ginting, and a staff member of the Bogor Office for Investiga- 
tion of Animal Disease arrived at the Taman Jaya Post of the Ujung Kulon Per- 
manent Wildlife Reserve on Tuesday i.ternoon. Their aim was to determine the 
nature of the livestock epidemic, and ascertain the cause of death of the 
rhinoceroses and the wild buffalo, as well as protecting the hundreds of cattle 
belonging to local villagers. 


After a kampung by kampung search, the team found a water buffalo which had just 
died after a 4-days illness. According to Jamarin, its owner, the animal had not 
eaten the last 3 days before its death. The team asked Jamarin to let them take 
specimens for further investigation of the cause of death. 


Dr Ginting, assisted by the staff and the local populace, dissected the animal. 
He took blood from the neck and heart, and injected it into nine rats. He also 
removed the internal organs, including the heart, liver, kidney, intestines and 
brains, which he preserved with formalin for a histopathological examination. 
The biood samples were for biological investigation. 
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Dr Cinting told SINAR HARAPAN that he was not yet able to determine what had 
killed the hundreds of animals belonging to the villagers or the rhinoceroses. 
The specimens taken will be studied in the laboratory, to determine what 
disease was attacking the livestock. Dr Ginting also could not say if the 
disease which had killed the water buffaloes was the same as the one which had 
killed the rhinos and the wild buffalo. 


The team from the Bogor Office for Investigation of Animal Disease will shortly 
return to Ujung Kulon, to vaccinate the villagers’ cattle. 


9197 
CSO: 5400/8416 
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BRIEFS 


ANTHRAX CHECKS--Umtali--Umtali City Council has increased the number of 
checks on meat sold in t*- city after an outbreak of anthrax in Manicaland, 
the acting chief hygiene icer, Mr Eric Foxton, said this week. Health 
inspectors were checking samples of meat sold through licensed butcheries, 
and had stepped up their vigilance for meat being sold illegally, he said. 
Iwo people will be prosecuted soon for illegally selling meat. Mr Foxton said 
he was extremely concerned about the anthrax. Two people had already been 
treated in Sakubva infectious diseases hospital for the complaint. "They 
only had the anthrax lesions, not the lung or stomach infection, but they 
were still very ill when they arrived. They recovered after intensive treat- 
ment. They were kept in the hospital for quite a while because of complica- 
tions. One completely lost her voice." Both victims were from the Marange 
area. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 20 Mar 82 p 5] 
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ANGOLA 


BRIEFS 


MANIOC ‘VIROSIS' EPIDEMIC--Kinguangua, Uige--The "Marien Ngouabi” peasant 
association, located slightly more than 7 kms from the village of Kinguagua 

in the province of Uige, is proof that a revolution has taken place in agri- 
culture and that the people have the will to work. The association is a conm- 
munity that cultivates approximately 10 hectares of peanuts, manioc, pineapple 
and sugar cane. “However,” municipal delegate for agriculture Fernando Antonio 
Kitoko stated, “the municipality will experience a shortage of fuba [manioc 
meal] because of the ‘virosis’ epidemic that destroys manioc.' The “virosis" 
is a disease that dries up the manioc plant from the roots to the leaves. It 
was initially noted in 1978. Since nothing was ever done to combat it, the 
disease now affects almost the entire province. [Excerpt] [Luanda JORNAL 

DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 24 Mar 82 p 4] 


CSO: 5400/5939 
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PHEROMONES USED AGAINST COTTON LEAF WORM, CITRUS MOTH 


Jerusalem INNOVATION in English No 76, Mar 82 pp 3-4 


[Text] 


CSO: 


5400/4719 


Afula — Some 200,000 dunams (about 50,000 acres) 
— almost 50% of all the cotton planted in Israe] — 
are now protected against the Egyptian cotton leaf 
worm by pheromone-baited traps. The bait is a 
synthetic pheromone produced by Chemada, on the 
basis of research conducted at Ben Gurion University. 
Pheromones (see INNOVATION 47, October 
1979) are chemicals produced by insects in order to 
communicate with their fellows. Most important 
among them are the sex pheromones, specific to each 


insect variety, which lead the male to the female in 
time for her eggs’ fertilization. 

A minute quantity of the synthetic pheromone 
— on the order of 2 mg — baits the trap, which 
consists of a hard plastic cover placed a short distance 
above a suspended plastic sleeve, which is closed at 
the bottom. The male insects are attracted from a 
fairly large downwind area, come to the bait and fall 
into the sleeve for reasons connected with their way 
of locomotion. If the inside of the sleeve is dusted 
with talcum, they will not be able to craw] out and 
soon dic. Traps are placed at the edge of the field, 
about one for every four or five dunams. 

Closely monitored tests, carried out over five 
years in Upper Galilee, showed that the orderly 
operation of such traps results in the significant 
reduction of insect populations. Spraying against the 
Egyptian cotton leaf worm was reduced by 25 to 
30%, compared with control areas. That yielded 
farmers significant cash savings, and also cut down on 
the environmentally objectionable use of chemical 
pesticides. 

Researchers are greatly encouraged by this success, 
as they are by mass trapping methods, each trap 
baited with a pheromone, to protect lemon and 
citron groves in Israel against depredations of the 
citrus flower moth. However, they insist that much 
still remains to be donc, to make the use of 
pheromones a umiversal and reliable pest control 
method. 
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ISRAEL 








SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


BLACKFLIES CONTROL--The flow of the Orange River would be halted at the PK le 
Roux Dam over weekends for the next few months in an effort to control black- 
flies breeding in it, the Veterinary Research Institute said in Pretoria 
yesterday. "Water level reduction to control the fly means that pesticides, 
which are undesirable in drinking water and which could disrupt the ecology 
of the river, need not be used," it said.--Sapa. [Text] [Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English 3 Apr 82 p 2] 


CSO: 5400/5%36 
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VIETNAM 


BRIEFS 


RICE BLAST APPEARS--According to the reports received from various provinces, 
rice blast has now appeared on a relatively large area in many localities. 

In Nghe Tinh, as many as 20,000 hectares of 5th month-spring rice have been 
affected by rice blast, including 300 hectares which have been described as 
seriously affected. Rice blast has also been reported in Thanh Hoa, Ha Nam 
Ninh, Hai Hung, Hanoi, Thai Binh, Ha Bac and Haiphong. If countermeasures 
are not taken promptly, this situation, which is similar to that in the 1978 
Sth month-spring crop season, will adversely affect the rice yield and output. 


[Excerpts] [BK221327 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0400 GMT 21 Mar 
82] 


CSO: 5400/5926 END 
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